What is Access Management?
Access Management is the planning and implementation of strategies to provide standards for the type, design, location, and frequency of driveways, intersecting streets, and other points of vehicular access to public roads for the purpose of promoting traffic safety and efficiency, maintaining proper traffic capacity and traffic flow, reducing vehicular accident frequency, minimizing the future expenditure of public revenues, and improving the design and location of access connections to county and township roads while at the same time providing necessary and reasonable ingress and egress to properties along those roads.

Section 5552.01 to 5552.11 of the Ohio Revised Code allow counties in the State of Ohio to regulate access to county and township roads in unincorporated areas of the county to promote traffic safety and efficiency and maintain proper traffic capacity and traffic flow.

The implementation of Access Management provides a systematic method for the approval and design of new driveways, intersections, or other access points to public roads.  When access management techniques are applied, highway congestion is reduced, traffic delays are minimized, highway capacity is preserved and safety is enhanced.

What is the Purpose of Access Management?
Access Management can:  

·         Improve public safety by reducing the number of crashes

·         Improve the driving experience by increasing mobility and decreasing delay

·         Provide necessary and safe access to property

·         Minimize costs by making more efficient use of the existing roadways

The Benefits of Access Management
Improved Safety
Being involved in a traffic crash is the number one fear of motorists.  Studies show that approximately 50% to 60% of crashes occur when a motorist is turning into or out of a driveway or intersection and that a proper Access Management program can reduce the number of these crashes by as much as 50% providing safer access for property owners and uninterrupted travel for motorists.  By reducing the number of crashes, such a program can save lives as well as millions of dollars in auto repair and insurance claims. 

 Increased Travel Speeds
Access Management can safely maintain legal travel speeds resulting in time saved and a broader travel range.  For example, with an effective Access Management program, the shopping mall or businesses you once avoided due to traffic congestion is now more accessible.

 Improved Accessibility
There are numerous benefits for those who own property along an access-managed roadway. A business is accessible to more customers if travel times and speed are improved on the highway network. A homeowner benefits by living on a safer road with less congestion.  Through a successful program, we can provide a safer and more efficient highway system.

